

Junior Visit Day Agenda
Wednesday, August 31, 2011
Agenda:

1. MCIS web page and all it offers – http://mncis.intocareers.org  (user name: canby; password: lancer)
a) Print out Interest/Occupation individual information. 
b) Fill out Post High Planning Sheet and find information (cost, enrollment, etc.) about your 3 schools.

2. Consider “ALL” your Financing Options (Handout—Financial Aid Basics)

a. Grants (Free money—Do not need to pay back)

b. Scholarships (Academic (ACT)  & Athletic)

i. ACT Tuition Breaks.  The higher your ACT score the more scholarship money you usually will receive.

ii. Local Scholarships (Blue & Gold, Other)

iii. Dollars for scholars

iv. MCIS financial aid sort (mncis.intocareer.org)
v. Scholarship applications are located in the gray file cabinet located next to the college catalog display case.
c. Loans
i. Subsidized vs. Unsubsidized

ii. Student loans can only be accessed via the United States Department of Education.

iii. When you receive your financial aid award letter from your college, contact the financial aid office of your college for instructions on how to apply for federal loans.

iv. Minnesota Self Loan www.selfloan.org (Self Loan Flyer)

d. Military Service

i. National Guard

ii. ROTC

iii. Fulltime Active Duty

e. Other

3.
Post High Planning Day College Fair at SMSU  – Monday, October 24 – 9:00-11:00   Bus leaves at 8:30.  Permission slips due: Friday, October 14.  List of schools coming to SMSU will be handed out at a later date since they have not been sent to our office yet.

a)
Need to develop 3 questions and write them on the back side of your post high planning sheet.
4. ACCUPLACER Test
a. Usually used by 2 year community and technical colleges.

b. Is usually taken at the school you plan to attend, but not always.
c. Is offered at MN West the first Tuesday of each Month at 9:00.
5. ACT Test

a. Usually used by 4 year schools for college entrance and academic scholarships.

b. Next Test in Canby is Saturday, Dec. 10--- registration deadline is Friday, Nov. 4.  *ACT wants registration done via the web at www.act.org .  We have a few packets this year for those that cannot register via the web.

c. Basic Registration Fee: (Varies there is an additional charge for taking the writing test.  Around 35 to 50 dollars.)
d. ACT 4-digit institutional codes are used to send institutions your ACT scores.

e. Tuition Breaks
f. If you have not yet taken the ACT, seniors need to consider taking it in the fall because of the college application process.
g. Discuss two-year schools vs. community schools vs. universities vs. Military options vs. waiting a year.

6. PSAT Test sign-up; test is Wed. Oct. 12 – 8:30 a.m. – noon.  (Deadline to sign up is September 2 in the counselors office.)  Check for $14 is to be made out to CHS and turned in by September 2.
7. ASVAB Test – October 25, 2011 – 8:30 a.m. in the Room 211.
8. MCA-II GRAD Tests
9. GPA/Class Rank: see transcript.  30 credits for graduation.

10. School & rep. visits.  (TOP 3 choices); Calendar inside Counselor’s Office on large bulletin board
11. Selective Service sign up (www.sss.gov).   All males must register before their 18th birthday
12. Sports & NCAA eligibility (www.ncaa.org).  Must register with the Clearinghouse to play college sports
13. Courses to consider & College Credits offered at CHS
14. EXCEL Award Nomination Form

15. Booklets
a. The Rest of your Life Starts now
b. Going Places
c. Financial Aid Basics
16. Questions/Concerns
