SENIOR VISIT AGENDA 2011
1. Handout portfolios (pf) – briefly discuss contents in the pf.

2. Senior transcripts – preview, correct and return to counseling office; if have no corrections, then place in (pf)

a. Permission Form for Release of Student Information (release to: Any school, agency requesting).
b. Graduation commencement rule. (30 credits or don’t walk through).

c.  Requirements and classes for college credit
3. Post High School Plans sheet   (Not sure what you want to do or where?  Go to: http://mncis.intocareers.org and do an undergraduate school sort again.)
4. School & rep. visits.  (TOP 3 choices);   Senior Calendar in the Counselor’s Office– and on the website.

5. Selective Service sign up (www.sss.gov) All males must register before their 18th birthday.
6. Sports & NCAA eligibility (www.ncaa.org)  (NCAA eligibility ACT Code  is: 9999)
7. AAA award nomination form

8. College Application process:
a. Sign up in office for an official copy of your transcript to be sent to the college(s) of your choice.
b. Fill out application and write a check for the fee
c. Common Application Process – (Filling a common application out)
d. Verify information (check and then re-check to make sure you have all information the college wants)

e. After 2 weeks:  Call the college(s) admissions office to verify they have received all necessary information.

 

9. Preview school counselor website: http://www.canbymn.org/domain/57
10. ACCUPLACER Test
a. Usually used by 2 year community and technical colleges.

b. Is usually taken at the school you plan to attend but not always.
c. Is offered at MN West the first Tuesday of each Month at 9:00 or by appointment
11. ACT Test
a. Usually used by 4 year schools for college entrance and academic scholarships.

b. Next Test in Canby is Saturday, Dec. 10--- registration deadline is Friday, Nov. 4.  *ACT wants registration done via the web at www.act.org .  We have a few packets this year for those that cannot register via the web.

c. Basic Registration Fee: (Varies there is an additional charge for taking the writing test.  Around 35 to 50 dollars.)
d. ACT 4-digit institutional codes are used to send institutions your ACT scores.
e. Tuition Breaks
f. If you have not yet taken the ACT, seniors need to consider taking it in the fall because of the college application process.
g. Discuss two-year schools vs. community schools vs. universities vs. Military options vs. waiting a year.
12. Consider “ALL” your Financing Options (Handout—Your Guide to Paying for College)

a. Grants (Free money—Do not need to pay back)
b. Scholarships (Academic (ACT)  & Athletic)
i. ACT Tuition Breaks.  The higher your ACT score the more scholarship money you usually will receive.
ii. Local Scholarships (Blue & Gold, Other)

iii. Dollars for scholars
iv. MCIS financial aid sort (mncis.intocareer.org)
v. Scholarship applications are located in the gray file cabinet located next to the college catalog display case.
c. Loans
i. Subsidized vs. Unsubsidized

ii. Student loans can only be accessed via the United States Department of Education.

iii. When you receive your financial aid award letter from your college, contact the financial aid office of your college for instructions on how to apply for federal loans.
iv. Minnesota Self Loan www.selfloan.org (Self Loan Flyer)
d. Military Service

i. National Guard

ii. ROTC

iii. Fulltime Active Duty

e. The Financial Aide Office of the college you will be attending is a great resource for more information/scholarships/etc.  They will be able to answer the majority of questions regarding financial aide.
13.  FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aide
a. Must be filled out to qualify for ANY type of Federal Financial Aide.
b. Register for your PIN number(s): one for you AND one for your parent at www.pin.ed.gov
i. This is used to electronically sign yours and your parents loans
c. To fill out the FAFSA go to www.fafsa.ed.gov  and follow the directions.
i. Cannot be submitted until January 1
ii. Gather all necessary information before beginning to fill out.
d. Check out the financial aid estimator: http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/Estimator/firstQuestions.cfm
14.  Financial Aid Night---Monday, January 16 @ 5:30 p.m. in HS Media Center
15.   Booklets

a. The Rest of your Life Starts now

b. Your Guide to Paying for College

c. Your Guide to Choosing a college (available in counselors office)

16.   Other & Questions

